
 

Monterey Bay and Hearst Castle 
May 17 ï 24, 2010 

 

The Monterey Peninsula and Big 
Sur coastline have some of the 
most beautiful scenery in the 
world.  The sapphire water of 
Monterey Bay plays host to the 
world-acclaimed Monterey Bay 
Aquarium.  The quaint European-
style village of Carmel is home to 
oodles of boutiques, galleries, 
restaurants and inns.  
Fishermanôs Wharf, Cannery 
Row, John Steinbeck, Pebble 
Beach, two-centuries-old Carmel 

Missionéall of these sights and stories are associated with these world-class destinations.  
Californiaôs coastal Highway 1 from Monterey, past Big Sur, and south to San Simeon is 
unforgettable. Tour through William Randolph Hearstôs eclectic and elegant estate, Hearst 
Castle, where you can see architecture, antiques and a collection of art to rival any other in the 
world.   We experience the sights and sounds, the smells and tastes of all of this and much 
more! 

 
 
Day 1:  Monday, May 17  Sacramento 
Travel south on I-5, stopping in the historic western town of Yreka 
for lunch, where Grandmaôs home cooking is always inviting.  
Weather permitting, see spectacular snow-covered Mount 
Shasta, one of the highest mountains in the country, then 
continue through north-central Californiaôs agricultural valley into 
Sacramento, home for the night. 
 
8:00 am Depart Shopko-Eugene.  All other pickups 

accommodate this departure time. 
11:45 am Arrive Yreka for lunch 
1:15 pm Depart 
5:45 pm Arrive hotel 
  Lunch included.  Added cost: dinner 
 

Hotel:   Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza, Sacramento  
Phone:  916-446-0100 
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Day 2:  Tuesday, May 18   Santa Cruz 
Todayôs travel takes us from Californiaôs bustling capitol city to Felton, home of the Roaring 
Camp Railroad. The conductor shares historic tales as our steam locomotive leads the scenic 
75-minute narrow-gauge rail journey through the majestic redwoods.  Lunch is served picnic-
style, then time to shop the Camp General Store before we continue by coach to Santa Cruz.  
Our sea-facing hotel is charming and is perfectly located just a short walk from the Wharf, the 
Beach Boardwalk and scenic tidal pools.  Sunsets are outstanding from here! 
    
6:00 am Breakfast service begins in Cyprus Grille 
7:00 am Bags out 
7:45 am Depart Sacramento  
10:30 am Arrive at Roaring Camp  
11:00 am Train departs 
12:15 pm Train returns 
12:30 pm Lunch 
1:45 pm Depart Roaring Camp 
2:15 pm Arrive in Santa Cruz and check into hotel 

Dinner at your convenience 
   
Hotel:   Casablanca Inn, Santa Cruz        Phone: 831-423-1570  
Breakfast and lunch included.  Added cost: dinner 

 
 
 

Day 3:  Wednesday, May 19        Santa Cruz 
Enjoy a morning tour with step-on guide for an overview 
of the Santa Cruz area and a visit to Wilder Ranch and 
its 18th century adobe and 19th century farmhouse.  This 
afternoon is free to explore Santa Cruz on your own.  
Walk the half-mile long Beach Boardwalk established in 
1904.  Reminiscent of turn-of-the century amusement 
parks, it sports a 1911 Looff carousel and the famous 
Giant Dipper wooden roller coaster built in 1924.  Stroll 
the Wharf where there are shops and eateries.  Tonight 
we have a special dinner planned.  
 

7:30 am Breakfast 
9:00 am Depart hotel for sightseeing tour. 
12:00 pm Arrive hotel; afternoon at your leisure to do as you wish 
6:00 pm Depart for dinner 
 

Hotel:  Casablanca Inn, Santa Cruz        Phone:  831-423-1570 
  Breakfast and dinner included.  Added cost:  lunch 
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Day 4:  Thursday, May 20   Salinas and Monterey 
The first stop today is to visit the National Steinbeck 
Center, where the ñworld of John Steinbeck comes 
alive.ò  The museum and cultural center is dedicated to 
the works of Salinasô most famous native son.  See film 
clips of classic movies, The Grapes of Wrath, East of 
Eden, Cannery Row, and more.  Then tour the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium.  With more than 300,000 marine animals 
and plants, it is one of the largest aquariums in the 
nation.  Be sure not to miss the towering three-story kelp 
forest and the nationôs largest collection of delicate 
jellyfish.   
 

7:30 am Breakfast  
8:15 am Bags out 
9:15 am Depart for the National Steinbeck Center  
11:30 am Depart for the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
12:00 pm Arrive at the aquarium, lunch on your own   
3:00 pm Depart for hotel; afternoon free to explore on your own 
6:00 pm Special dinner  

 
Hotel: Portola Plaza Hotel, Monterey   Phone: 831-649-4511 
Breakfast and dinner included.  Added cost: lunch  

 
Day 5: Friday, May 21   Monterey Peninsula 
Led by a professional local step-on guide, tour historic Monterey, 
Cannery Row, Pacific Grove, and the famed 17-Mile-Drive.  Stop 
at Bird Rock for a likely visit with nesting cormorants, and at 
Pebble Beach, home to the world-class Golf Course.  Along the 
way see Cypress Point, the Ghost Tree, and the Lone Cypress, 
the most photographed tree in the world.  Lunch in the quaint 
village of Carmel with time for shopping and strolling afterward.  
See the gorgeous Carmel Mission, second of Californiaôs 
historical missions, built in 1771.  As a well-restored piece of 
Californiaôs Spanish history it is the final resting place of Father 
Junipero Serra.  This evening is unstructured to enjoy dinner 
where you choose.  You might want to stroll Montereyôs famous 
Wharf where there are shops and restaurants, or choose to dine 
in one of our hotelôs eateries. 
 
6:00 am Breakfast service begins 
9:00 am Sightseeing tour of downtown Monterey, historical sights, Cannery Row, Pacific 

Grove, 17-Mile-Drive, Carmel with professional local guide.  
12:00 pm Lunch in Carmel with leisure time to visit shops. 
3:00 pm Depart for Carmel Mission 
4:30 pm Return to the hotel 
   
  Hotel: Portola Plaza Hotel, Monterey  Phone:  831-649-4511 
  Breakfast included.  Added cost:  lunch and dinner 
 
 



Day 6:  Saturday, May 22   Big Sur, San Simeon, Hearst Castle 
This morning is one of incredible beauty.  See view after view of Pacific Ocean as we wind our 
way south through the famous Big Sur coastline to San Simeon and the Hearst Castle.  William 
Randolph Hearst spent millions of dollars erecting his phenomenal ñCastle on the Enchanted 
Hillò, a 165-room estate filled with art treasures from Europe. In 1958 his family presented this 
medieval-like Shangri-la and its unbelievable riches to the state for public exhibition, so today 
plan to be overwhelmed at the architecture, antiques and art you will see.   Return to Monterey 
stopping first at the Piedras Blancas elephant seal rookery near San Simeon. 
 

Note:  A pre-selection of your Castle tour is necessary from the following choices: 
1) Tour #1: Recommended for all first-time visitors and is the least strenuous of the tours.  It 
provides a broad overview of the castleôs many rooms and areas.  Includes 170 steps (up and 
down) with approximately 2/3 mile of walking.  A 40-minute film is included. 
2) Tour #2:  Focuses on the Upper Floors, architectural elements and the art collection, kitchen, 
library, Dogeôs Suite.   Includes 404 stairs (up and down) with approximately ¾ mile of walking.  
(Film not included) 

3) Tour #3:  Focuses on the North Wing, construction and 
development of the castle from the earlier Guest House to the most 
recent north wing.  Includes 343 stairs (up and down) with 
approximately ¾ mile of walking.  (Film not included) 
 

6:00 am Breakfast service begins 
7:00 am Depart hotel traveling south on Highway 1  
10:00 am Arrive at Hearst Castle       
2:45 pm Depart for Monterey  
5:45 pm Arrive at the hotel  

 

Hotel:  Portola Plaza Hotel, Monterey  
Phone:  831-649-4511 
Breakfast included.  Added cost: lunch and dinner 
 

    
Day 7:  Sunday, May 23   Redding 
Todayôs travel takes us through the San Francisco East Bay Area, northward through ñolive 
countryò and on to Redding for the night.  California supplies over 95% of the olives grown in the 
U.S. so it is an important industry for the area.  We make a stop at the 
Olive Pit Store in Corning for an opportunity to purchase from a large 
variety of olives and other specialty food items.  Tonight a special 
ñfarewellò dinner is planned at our hotel. 
 

6:00 am Breakfast service begins 
8:15 am Bags out 
9:00 am Depart hotel   
12:00 pm Stop for lunch   
1:30 pm Depart 
4:45 pm Arrive hotel 
6:15pm Dinner (pre-select) 
 

Hotel: Best Western Hilltop Inn, Redding    Phone:  530-221-610 
Breakfast and dinner included. Added cost: lunch     

Dinner requires pre-selection of the following entrees: 
1) Tri Tip with garlic mashed potatoes and vegetables 
2) Pomodoro Pasta with artichoke hearts, pine nuts and mushrooms 
3) Roasted Chicken  with garlic mash and vegetables 



Day 8:  Monday, May 24          Jacksonville, Willamette Valley 
Northward bound, we travel through the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, with the Trinity Alps on 
our left and Mount Shasta on our right.  The granite crags of Castle Crags State Park tower 
awesomely more than 4000 feet over the nearby Sacramento River.  
Once over the Siskiyou Summit and into Oregon, we visit the 
historic town of Jacksonville and are treated to a private lunch in the 
nostalgic Jacksonville Inn, built in 1861.  With extra time allotted for 
shopping along Jacksonvilleôs charming Main Street, we then 
continue north to Eugene and points beyond.  Welcome home! 
 
6:00 am Breakfast service begins 
7:15 am Bags out 
8:30 am Depart hotel  
11:45 am Lunch at Jacksonville Inn 
2:15 pm Depart  
5:15 pm  Arrive Eugene, continue to points beyond. 
  Breakfast and lunch included.  No added cost. 

 

 
The total cost for this trip is only: $1716 per person double occupancy, $2369 for single 
occupancy, and $1563 per person for triple occupancy.  The tour includes: seven nights hotel, 
seven breakfasts, three lunches, three dinners, a 75-minute narrated narrow-gauge steam 
locomotive rail tour including picnic lunch, a half-day tour of Santa Cruz with step-on guide, 
admission to: the National Steinbeck Center, the Monterey Bay Aquarium,  the 17-mile-Drive, 
Carmel Mission, Tour #1 of Hearst Castle including 40-minute film or Tours #2 or #3 without 
film, the narrated services of a professional local step-on guide for the full-day Monterey 
Peninsula tour, all motorcoach transportation per the itinerary, all taxes and gratuities, and 
services of an Experience Oregon Tour Director.  
 
Deposit:  $350.00 due at time reservation is made. 
 
Payment/Cancellation Policy:  Payment is required in full sixty (60) days prior to tour 
departure, no later than March 17, 2010.  If payment is not received by this time, reservations 
may be cancelled and any waitlisted passenger could be placed in the vacant seat.  
Cancellations received after final payment date are charged $100 per person cancellation fee 
plus any irretrievable payments made to vendors.  Cancellations made less than seven (7) days 
prior to departure including no-shows are non-refundable.  Trip cancellation insurance is 
recommended. Call for details. 
 
Walking:  Walking is an essential part of this tour.  Hearst Castle, especially, requires an hour 
and a half of walking including a minimum of 170 to a maximum of 404 stairs (up and down), 
depending upon the castle tour chosen.  Also please remember that Highway 1 along the 
California coast is very winding and narrow at times, so if you tend toward motion sickness you 
might want to bring a ñpatchò.    Experience Oregon Tours is not a handicap accessible 
company. 
 
Meals:  Please call in your pre-selection requests when you make your tour reservation.  If you 
require vegetarian entrees it is essential that you let us know at that time. 
 
 
 



 

Triple accommodations:  Due to fire code regulations, some hotels do not provide rollaway 
beds, so in these cases the room would consist of two queen beds.  In other hotels that do 
provide a rollaway, in some instances the main bed is one king. 

 
Elevators:  Some hotels may not have elevators.  If you require a ground floor room please let 
us know when you reserve space on this tour. 
 
 

�ƒ We recommend that you buy trip cancellation insurance.  Call our office for details. 
 

�ƒ Bring a bathing suit as several hotels have pools and/or spas. 
 

�ƒ Alcoholic beverages are not included in the cost of the meals. 
 

�ƒ If travel will require more than two hours, we plan a rest stop. 
 

�ƒ While a nametag will be provided to you, wearing the nametag is always optional. 
 

�ƒ To insure proper portage, please be sure luggage tags are on all pieces of luggage 
except hand-carry items.  Should you have more than one piece of luggage requiring 
portage a $10 per day charge will be made for each additional piece of luggage. 

 
�ƒ Please note that all times are approximate and subject to change depending on  

circumstances of the day. 
 

�ƒ Seat rotation on extended trips will take place. 
 

�ƒ We try to accommodate room preferences, but we cannot guarantee the hotel will honor 
those requests. 

 
�ƒ Customary end-of-the-tour gratuity for 

Experience Oregon tour director and 
driver is not included in your tour 
price.  Gratuities can be extended on 
voluntary basis and should be in 
direct proportion to the 
professionalism and service extended 
to you throughout the tour. 
 

�ƒ Experience Oregon is not a handicap 
accessible company. 
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